THE LAST PHASE
how short lived it was going to be. It was indeed a capture
to have the leader of the Socialists dining at the mansion of a
Tory hostess- It was a very different thing when MacDonald
was merely one of themselves. No longer cither a Socialist or
a Premier he was absolutely de trop.
A Premier is surrounded by a swarm of self-seeking syco-
phants, flatterers, and * yes-men.9 When he leaves the Premier-
ship they bu'///, around his successor. After MacDonald lost the
Premiership, he found himself in a changed atmosphere. It
was the treatment he received from the Tory side of the House
that hurt htm most, lie was slighted and rejected. Gratitude
is rare in polities and it is certain that MacDonald did not
receive from his Tory colleagues any acknowledgment of the
debt they owed to him. They overlooked the fact that if
MacDonald had not set up the * National7 Government, many
of them would not have reached the House of Commons.
Even Baldwin himself was not blameless. Not only did he
edge MacDonuUl out of the Premiership but he allowed
him to smller many hximil rations from which he could have
protected him*
A ease in point was the treatment meted out to MacDonald
when the Co-operative Tax was imposed. Then there was
the delay and reluctance in providing MacDonald with a seat
after his defeat at Scaham, a fact which was not compatible
with their declaration four years before, that he was the man
who saved the country. Again there was the incident when
MacDoziukl, a life-long pacifist, was forced to put * J.R.M.'
to the White Paper on Rearmament. It is true that Baldwin
afterwards declared in a public speech that MacDonald had
not been given the credit that was his due, but the protest
came too late.
It was a sad sight to see MacDonald after he had retired
from the Government, sitting aloof on a back bench, com-
pletely ignored, A lonely man, he seemed worried, anxious
and very tired. Disowned by Labour, slighted by Tories,
discarded by the Government, he gradually faded out.
There is no doubt that this treatment, and the realization
of what lay behind it, preyed upon his mind. The physical
reaction to his mental suffering was a breakdown in health.
Always extremely sensitive, it broke his heart. The iron
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